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YT is in compliance with the general ? 


requeft of the hearets, that the au- 

| thor confents to the publication of the fol- 

lowing Sermon ; he caunot, however, 

williagly fuffer it to go out of his hands, 
without befpéaking the fame candour and _ 

indulgence from the reader, which it e- 


perienced from the hearer. a 


ap 
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PSALM. CXXIV, 


If it had not been the Lonv who was on our fide, now 
may Ifrael fay: Ifit had not been the Lorv who 
was on our fide, when men rofe up againft us ; then 
they had fwallowed us up quick, when their wrath 
was kindled againft vs. Then the waters had over- 
whelmed us, the fiream had gone over our foul. Then 
the proud waters bad gone over our ful. Bleffed be 
the Lrop who hath not given us as a prey to their 
teeth. Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of the fnare 
of the fowlers : The fnareis broken and we are ef- 
caped. Our help is in the name of the Lorn whe 
made heanen and earth, 


HAT appearance of undiflembled 
joy, and that look of lively gratitude, 
which are now diffufed over the face 
of this aflembly, together with the 
correfpondent feelings of my own | 
heart, haften me, my friends, to congratulate you 
on the bufinefs and defign of this joyous day. At 
the appointment of our civil fathers, and weed, 
as I truft, by the grateful feelings of our minds, we 
are affembled oa Zion’s hill, this place of our reéli- 
gious folemnities, for the delightful purpofe of 
thankfgiving and praife. And it is no common 
event, no vulgar occafion, that now calls for our 
gratitude. Not only the common mercies of the 


~ Jatt revolving year, but the favourable interpofition 


ef Providence on our behalf through a long and 
tedious conflict with a powerful enemy—the main- 
tenance of gur rights and liberties—the ultimate 

acknowledgment 


: fe4 J 


acknowledgment of our freedom, fovereignty, and 
independence—a period to the calamities and dif- 
trefles of war, and the return of peace, lovely peace, 
. A with her attendant bleflings, are the events we are 
a this day called tocelebrate. Yhe/e arethe events for 
‘ which our hearts fhould expand with grateful joy : 
Thefe ace the events, for which the united thoufands 
of America are required thi8 day, with one heart 
and one voice, to alcribe blefling and praife to the 
God of their falvation: And the/z, no doubt, are 
events, for which the more numerous hofts on high, 
thofe lovers of peace, and well-wifhers to mankind, 
give honor and glory to him that fitteth on the 
throne, aod who ruleth in the kingdom of men. 


Praife this day waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion, 
and unto thee would we chearfully perform the 
vow. Hail, welcome day, when this 1s our joyful 
errand up to the temple of the Lord! Hail, welcome 
day, when we are aflembled to pay the tribute of 

ratitude for thofe public mercies, which we have 
fo often and fo earneftly fupplicated, jn the time of 
our difficulty and diftrefs!—May the bofom of every 
perfon in this aflembly, now glow with unfeigned 
_thankfulnefs :—Yea, may AmeRIcA become one 
exterfive altar, from whence the incenfe of praife 
ihall this day arife, with fweet perfume, to that Al- 
mighty Being,who hath been her fhield in the hour 
of danger, and her faviour in the time of trouble ! 


“Tf it had not been the Lord who was on our 
** fide, now may” America “fay ; ifit had-not been 
*‘ the Lord who was on our fide, when men rofe up 
‘¢ apainft us; then they had fwallowed us up quick 
‘* when them wrath was kindled againft us. ‘Then 
“the waters” of calamity and ruin “ had over- 
* whelmed'us, the fiream” of afflittion “had gone 
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Stover our foul. Then the proud waters” of ty- 


fanny and oppreflion “ had gone over our foul?— 
Imperious and unreafonable men had executed their® 
arbitrary defigns againft us, and our vaunting ad-, 
verfaries had triumphed over us, and ftripped us of 


‘our deareft enjoymients. ‘* Biefled be the Lord, 


“ who hath not’ delivered us up to the will of our ~ 


 enemies—* who hath not given us as 2 prey to their 


«¢ teeth. Our foul’’—our dear country, with its va- 
lued rights and privileges, of a civil and religious 


nature, “is efcaped”’ out of the hand of thefe who 


fought her ruin, “ as a bird out of the fnare of the 


* §¢ Fowlers ; the {nare is broken,”’—the defigns and 


attempts of our enemies are effectually defeated, 
«*and we are efcaped. Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth,” 


-That fupport and protection which have been af- 


_ forded our land during the late conteft, and the fig- 


nal deliverance we have at length obtained, will 
well bear a comparifon with the memorable interpo- 
fition of Providence on the behalf ct ancient Uracl, 
and the remarkable political (4lvation experienced 


_by that highly-favoured people. "And the pfalm we 


have felected for the theme of the prefent eifcourfe, 
though originally defigned as afong of praife for 
fomeagreat deliverance granted the Jewifli nation, is 
yet very applicable to the prefent occafior, and may 
with all propriety be adopted by the American 


Ifrael this day. : 


It is very obfervable in the words of our text, that 


- the royal Pfalmift afcribes the deliverance of Ifrael 


to the favourable ‘iaterpofition cf God ; and that 
hence he is led to render the praife and glory to his 
name, and repofe his truft and confidence in it.—~ 
Permit'me, therefore, 
ee First, 


ie feetie 
First, To make fome general oblervations on 
the providential government of the Supreme Being ; 
from whence we fhall fee the reafonablenefs of the 
/ duties*of gratitude'and praife to God for any deli- 
verances and mercies reeeived, and of truft and con- 
fidence in him for all needed help and protection ; 
and then, SEconptiy, confine myfelf more imme- 


diately to the prefent occafion, in the application of 
the fubject. 


Mankind are exceedingly apt in a time of prof 
perity, and under any fignal fuccefs, to facrifice to 
their own fkill, and burn incenfe to their own va- 
lour. Like the ftout-hearted king ot Aflyria, they 
are prone to arrogate to themfelves that honour 
which is due to God, and with him, are too ready 
to fay, “‘ By the ftrength of my hand J have done 
* it, and by my wifdom; for 1 am prudent.”’* But 
«‘ Thus faith the Loro, + Let not the wife man 
* glory in his wifdom, acither let the mighty man 
« glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in 
** his riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
! . «- that he-underftandeth and knoweth me, that I 

«¢am the Lorp which exercife loving-kindneds, 
“judgment and righteoufnefs in the earth: for in 
«* thefe things I delight, faith the Lorp.” 


God challengeth it as his prerogative to over-rule 
all things and events, and to execute his pleafure 
*¢ in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
*‘oftheearth. ‘The Mof High ruleth inthekingdom 
“< of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he. will.”’¢ 
“¢ He putteth down one, and fetteth up another.’’§ 
He fendeth war ; and he createth peace: He faves, 
and he deftroys.—His thus fuperintending and go- 
4 verniag the affairs of the world, is no other than the 

t exercife 
| * Wa. x.13. + Jer. ix. 23, 24. { Ban. iv, 17, 35. Pfalm § lax, 7 
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“ekercife of the eflential perfections ef his nature. 
A divine Providence is the neceflary refult and con- 
~ fequence of thofe glorious attributes, which are ef- 


fential to Deity. It cannot be fuppofed, with any 
reafon or confiftence, that a Being infinitely wife, 
powerful and good, fhould be unconcerned and in- 
active in the government of the world, and remain 
an indifferent fpetator of the mighty fcene. The 
rife and fall of Empires, the revolutions of States 


and Kingdoms, the defolating judgment of war, and 


the invaluable blefling of public peace and tranqui- 


“Jity, are of an importance too great to be difregard- 


ed-by him and left to the decifions of chance, or to 
the determinations of men. And even the moft 
minute and inconfiderable events and occurrences, 
are Under his divine infpection and controul. The 
meaneft of his creatures are not beneath the notice 
of his infpecting eye, nor too trifling to fhare in 
the influence of his governing hand. — for what- 
ever is worthy of his creating power and goodnels, 
cannot be deemed undeferving of his providential 
care and government. 


It was the groundlefs furmife of the ancient Epi- 
curean philofophers, and has been the idle fuppof- 
tion of others, that it would interrupt and difturb 
the divine compofure and happinefs, and be beneath’ 
theexcellency and dignity of the Supreme Being, thus 
to concern himfelf in the management of human af- 
fairs ; and to’pay fuch a particular attention to his 
creatures, and to whatever takes place in the world. 


* But fach imaginaticns arife from very grofs and dif- 


honorable conceptions of theDeity,and from not duly 
confidering the infinite nature of the divine mind, 
whofe operations, thoughts and ways are above curs, 
as the heavens are high above the earth. 
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The divine interpofition and over-ruling hand, 
are many times very obvious and apparent to every 
impartial obferver. In frequent inftances it is fo 
evident, that the race is not to the {wift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong, that every one, it feems, mutt 
own the influence of Providence, and acknowledge, 
that if it had not been the Lord who had interpof- 
ed, things would have purfued a different courfe, 


-and have terminated in a different manner. The 


Supreme Governor of the world often brings about 
the moft unexpetted events ; and frequently effects 
his purpofes and defigns in ways that to human 


. Teafon are the moft improbable, and by methods 


that to men appear the molt unlikely. By the 
_weakeft inftruments, and apparently the moft in- 
adequate means, he often produces the greateft 
events, and caufes his counfel to Rand. 


To effeé& the purpofes of his government, and 
carry into execution his wife and righteous deter- 
minations, he giveth refolution, firmnefs and valour 


‘to the weak and timid; and “ poureth contempt 
po Pp 


“upon princes, and weakeneth the ftrength of the 
‘* mighty.”* He hath the hearts of all men in his 
hand ; and fo over-rules and difpofes them, as to 
fubferve his Own purpofes, and acconiplifh his own 
defigns. ‘* With him is ftrength and wifdom: The 
“deceived and the deceiver are his,”+ The moft 
able and artful politicians, the wifeft and moft’ex: 
perienced counfellors, can devife or concert nothing, 


. to any putpofe, againft Him whois wonderful in 


countel and excelleritin working, «He difappoint. 
** eth the devices of the crafty, fo that their hands 
** cannot perform their enterprife. He taketh the 
* wile in their own craftinefs , and the counfel of 
** the froward is carried headlong.”t Their wifett 
.* = teafares 

* Job xii. ar ft Job xii 16. F900 w. 13° 
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meafures are over ruled and defeated, afd theit 
deep-laid {chemes are turned into foolithaefs. Or, 
by iome ftrange influence on their minds, ‘* They 
«meet with darkneis in the day time, and grope 
“in the noon day as in the night.’* Their boait- 
ed abilities {utprizingly fail them, and they are jor. 
faken by a fpirit of political wifdom, underitanding 
dnd diicernment, together with that of the fear of 
the Lord. . 2 y t 


“And as the counfels of men are ovet-ruled by. 
God, and depend on him for fuccefs ; fo all human 
power, and finite caufes, are limited and directed in 
their operations and effects, according to his will. 
The greateft exertions and. mott powerful efforts, 
independent of the divine blefling, will prove inef-) | 
feétua], and end in difappointment and defeat. Not ‘ 
by might nor by power ean any accomplith their 
defigns, if God fee fit to counteract the natural tens ' 
dency of their exertions, and deny them fuccels, 
‘Phere is no king,” or country “ faved by the 
«¢ multitude of an hoft: A mighty man is not de- 
<¢ Jivered by his much firength.”+ ‘The horfe is pre- 
« pared againft the day of battle, but fafety is of 
“the Lorp.*f 
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This view of the divine Providence thews us with 
what reafon the Plalmift faid, “ If it had not been 
« the Lord who was on our fide, when men refe up 
* agzinit us, then they had fwallowed us up quick ;”” 
and wot!s what propriety he afcribed the praife and 
glory of their deliverance to God. It is highly fit 
and reafonable, that He who thus governs the 
world, fhould be acknowledged by mankind in 
thofe changes and events that attend them. Ob. 
vious duty requires, that individuals and a people, 


‘when 
*Jobv14. ft Pfa,xxxiii 16.  $Pro. xxi. 3% 
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when they are fucceeded in their juft defigns; whea 
delivered from any impending evil, andwhen {e- 
cured in the enjoyment of any bleffin g, thould grate. 
fully eye the hand, and acknowledge the goodnefs 
_ of that Being, without whofe concurrence and in. 


fluence, they could not have profpered : And it ig . 


equally evident where they ought to place their 
truit and dependence for all that further protection, 
help and falvation they may need. It becomes 
them to fay, “ Our help” hath been; and till is, 
“in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and 
Peat ie ts ; 

-Let us now, in the fecond place, confine ourfelves 
to fuch remarks, and to a confideration of fuch 


events, as are immiediately fuggefted by the occafion © 


on.which we are affembled, and apply the preced- 
ing obfervations. 


Whoever attends to the American revolution, in 
. the rife, the progrefs, and the completion of it, can- 

not but difcern the clear footfteps of that Provi- 
dence, whole purpofe and defign no human wifdom 
or power can defeat. An attention to this fubject, 
while it raifes the admiration and wonder of the 
politicians of the world, cannot fail, methinks, to 
excite religious fentiments. in every ferious mind, 
and raife devotion in every pious breaft : Surely it 
cannot fail to enkindle the gratitude of thofe, who 
are fo deeply interefted in the event as this affembly, 
and the inhabitants of thefe United States 


F ry ; ; 
Suffer me, my hearers, to lead your thoughts to 

feveral things and events, which this day call for 

your religions actice, and grateful remembrance, — 


A minute or regular detail of occurrences will not 
be attempted, 


Would 


Eth 


Would time permit, we might, without being 
uilty of a digreflion wholly foreign to the occa- 
tion, ¢arry back our attention to the firft fettlement 
of our land, and the memorable interpofitions of 
Providence on the behalf of our fore-fathers. We 
might confider the firft fettlers of our country, flee. 
ing from the hand of tyranny and religious perfe- 
cution, and feeking an afylum in the uncultivated 
and inhofpitable wilds of America.— We might re- 
count the misfortunes and difcouragement that at- 
tended them, and relate the almoft incredible hard- 
fhips and fufferings they endured.— We might be- 
hold with aftonifhment their refolution, fortitude 
and perfeverance, uuder all their difficulties and 
trials.—We might recolle& how wonderfully they 
were delivered trom that ruin and deftructicn re- 
peatedly meditated, and attempted by the favages of 
the wiidernefs ; and blefs the Lord who did not 
we them as a prey to their teeth ; for it the Lord 
ad not been on their fide, then they had been fwal- 
lowed up quick.—We might notice the eatlieft 
workings of a perfecuting fpirit in the mother 
country towards her infant colonies, and obferve. 
with becoming indignation, the difpofition fhe dif- 
covered to abridge the civil and religious liberties. 
of our refpected anceftors.—-We might tell how. 
the invaluable charter of this government was at. 
an early peried violated and wrefted from them by. 
an arbitrary Prince, and might {peak of the tyran-. 
nical and infufferable proceedings of an Androfs, 
and ef the fears and diftreffes occafioned by the ad- 


-minifiration. of this Governor.—And we might. 


dwell with pleafure on that manly and noble op-. 
pofition they made to lawlefs power, and fee in, 
them, the fame {pirit, firmnefs and valour, in the. 
caufe of freedom, which have diflinguifhed and: 

immortalized. 
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immortalized their fons.—We might mention with 
ratitude, the favourable interpofition of Provi- 
‘dence on their behalf, in the timely acceflion of the 


Prince of Orange to the Britith throne: And while ~ 
_ We rejoiced at the grant of a new charter, by which 


Many of their rights and privileges were reftoredand 
fonfrmed ; we might lament that it wanted much 
of that luftre and plory—of that fpirit of freedom, 
which diftinguifhed the firji.—We might mention 
the repeated and vigorous efforts of a well known 
power,the natural enemy of that nation with which 
we were formerly connected, to reduce us to its 
own government ; and reflect with joy, thatakind ~ 
Providence, which defigned fo foon to fet us up as 
an independent people, was pleafed to difappoint 


and defeat them.—We might fpeak of the latt war 


in which we were engaged in union with the Bri- 
tifh nation ; the principal events and occurrences 
of which, many of you, no doubt, well remember ; 
and fome of you, perhaps, perfonally fhared in the 
toils and dangers, the fucceffes and triumphs of it. 
—We might, we fay, dwell on thefe things, and 
take a particular view of God’s providential deal- 


ings with our land, from its earlieft days ; whence 
we thould fee, that many atime “if it had not 


© been the Lord who was on our fide, then we had 
*“ been fwallowed up quick :” But more recent 
events demand our prefent attention. 


It is very, pbfervable in the providential, as well as 
natural world, that things, in their beginning very 
fmall and inconfiderable, grow up to the greateft 
fize, and become of the higheft importance. Mea- 
fares and proceedings, comparatively trifling, and 
in themfelves of but little moment, lead on to the 
grandeft events, and terminate in the moft impor- 
tant revolutions, How few fufpe@ed, that that at- 

tempt, 
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og which, fome years fince, was made on our 
liberties, and the confequent uneafinefs and jealouly 


fe 


_ that were excited in our country, would be followed 
* by fuch a memorable train of events as have already 


fucceeded, and finally iffue in the e&ablithment of 


American independence ?—Such confequences were 


known only to that Being whofe providence is a 
wheel within a wheel ! and whofe counfels and de- 
figns none can fathom or defeat. 


fluence of this providence, in that fcene through 


_ whieh we have lately pafied, both in the proceed- 


ings of our enemies againft us, ard in our fuccefs- 
ful oppofitions to their defigns, it becomes us care- 
fully to eye, and readily acknowledge. 


- We can now, my friends, look back on the at- 
tempts of our enemies againft us, with the pleafing 


_refleGion, That we are “ efcaped asa bird out of 


“‘ the fnare of the fow!ers,”— Many of their unjaft 
as well 2s impolitic defigns and. proceedings, no 
doubt, readily occur to your memory, on the pre- 


* fent occafion.—Need 1 remind you how the en- 


creafing population, the growing opulence, and 
rifing importance of our land, excited their avarice 
and their jealoufy, nd urged them on to the moft 
unjutlifiable and improper meafures to gain advan- 
tage from our flourifhing ftate, and to the mof 
cruel and unlikely methods to fecure and perpe- 
tuate our dependence ? Need I remind you of their 
unconftitutional attempt to raife a revenue in Ame- 
rica without her confent ? Need I mention the me- 
morable ftamp-act, or that .arbitrary declaration 
once made in the parliament of Britain, That they 
had a right to bind the Americans in all cafes whatfo- 


ever? Need I remind you of their quartering their 
: hoftile 


gn 


The furprifing movements and over-ruling in- 
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 hoflile forces amongft us in the time of peace—of 
heir cruelly blockading our ports—of the daring 
infringement they made on the ineftimable right of 
trial by Jury—of their unconftitutional appoint- 
‘maent of our Counfellors ; and of their many other 
unjuftifiable acts, and arbitrary proceedings ?— Or, 
on the other hand, need remind you of that be- 
coming refentment, and manly indignation, which 
thefe meafures roufed in American breafts ; and of 
# the noble oppofition early made to unconttitutionat 
power ? Need [{ remind you of that remarkable 
neral union that prevailed through this and the — 
reral States; and of the mealures they took for 
a redrefs of their grievances? Need J remind you of 
that martial {pirit that {pread through our towns ;. 
and of that general determination, that prevailed 
among the people, to have recourfe to arms, and 
rifk their lives in the field of battle, rather than 
yield their rights ? Need I remind you of that ac- 
tive and tranfporting zeal that fired the breafts of 
Freedom’s fons ; and of that almoft exceflive vir- 
tue which actuated many in their country’s caufe ? 
—Thefe things, undoubtedly, are freflr in your me- 
mories ; and herein it becomes us to acknowledge. 
the over-ruling providence of that Being, who hath. 
all hearts in his hand, and turneth them as the rivers 
of water are turned, whitherfoever he will.—Surely 
** if it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, 
“when men rofe up againft us ;” if he had ‘not 

iven us an underftanding foon to difcern their un- 
jut defigns, and infpired us with a determined re- 
{olution to oppofe them, then the waters, the proud 
waters of arbitrary power, had overwhelmed us, 
and funk us in the depths of flavery !—But we 
advance to a ftill more interefting part of the. 
{cene.— 


re 
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“Long accuftomed to the calamities of war, and 


Bigs 
Plo boa 


grown familiar with the reports of battles, and of 


tellow men flain on the high places of the field, we 
are become in a meafure hardened againft thofe 
tender emotions, and infufceptible of thofe keen and 
lively fenfations, which thefe things, at firft, ex- 
cited in our minds :+-But permit me to afk, What 


_ were your feelings, when firft you heard of peace- 


ful citizens. mafiacred in the neighbouring metro-, 
polis, by the rude hand of Britith violence ! What 
were your feelings, when your unaccultomed ears: 


~ were faluted with the tidings of fellow.countrymen 


flaughtered on the plains of Lexington !—Whiat. 
mingled emotions of keen refentment towards the 
perpetrators of the deeds, and of lively forrow at 
the unhappy fate of the fallen victims, then filled 
your breaft! What were your feelings for your 
country’s fafety, when firft you heard the alarm of 
war, and were accofted with the cry, to arms /— 
What anxious doubt and deep concern poflefled 
your minds, when you firft heard the confufed 
noife of the warrior, the din of arms, and the roar- 
ing of the battle! What were the keen fenfations of 
your fouls, when early in the conteft, you beheld 
yonder town* wrapt in flames, heard the found of, 
contending armies on the well known neighbouring 
hill, and the report of many brethren fain !—We 
this day afcribe thankfgiving and praife to the 
aie Dilpofer of events, for the termination of 
cenes,-that could thus affect and pierce our minds, 


and fo deeply wound every humane, benevolent and 


tender feeling. And thankfully would we recol- 
le& the means and fteps by which we have obtained 
our prefent peace and tranquility. 
The readinefs with which our country flew to 
arms, and the eafe with which a military force was 
collected 


* Charleftown, which was reduced to afhes by the Britifh, on June 17,1775. 
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colle€ted in her defence, on the opening of the late 
war, are worthy of our recollection. ‘The rifling 
up of military geniufes, the increale of difcipline 
and knowledge in the art of war, likewile dejerve 
tobe noticed. And the many fignal fuccefles that 
have attended the American arms, demand our 
pleafing and grateful remembrance. 


It is very remarkable, and deferves particular no- 
tice, that the moft important victories, and the molt 
diflinguithed and favourable events on the part of 
America, have taken place at the very inflants when 
her affairs wore the moft difcouraging afpedt, and 
were in the moft critical fituation. ‘Lhis has been 
fo manifeftly the cafe, that hiftory, perhaps, will be 
unable to produce.a parallel, It feems that Provi- 
dence hereby defigned to make the difplay of the 
Divine power on our behalf more clear and evident, 
and to convince every obferver, that if the Lord 
had not been on eur fide, and wonderfully interpof- 
ed for our deliverance, then we had been {wallowed 
up quick. The juftice of what has now been ob- 
ferved, will be-apparent from a recollection of the 
following inftances, which in this, and in every 
view of them, deferve our admiring attention. 


The deftitute condition of our country with re. 
fpect to military ftores, and the neceflary imple. 
ments of war, at the commencement of the conteft, 
was truly a moft difcouraging circumitance, and 
feemed to threaten ruin to our caufe: But how 
wonderful did Providence fmiile upon us, in throw. 
ing into our hands, at this critical period, a moft 
valuable prize, laden to our wifhes with warlike 
ftores ; and in furnifhing us with requilites of this 
kind from time to time, of our own maaufacttre, 
or from fome other quarter equally unexpected } 

Without 


ee 


a Sey ae 


ps fuch fupplies our undertaking muft havé 
> ‘been relinquithed, and the mighty enterprize in 
_ Which we were engaged abandoned. se 


_ And after the evacuation of the neighbouring 


_ eapital by the Britifh troops,—which were induced 


to this meafure by the preparations that were mak- 
ing to annoy them from the heights of Dorcheiter ; 
and by which event this part of our country was 
“delivered from the immediate alarms and diftrefles 
of war, and from thofe inconveniences and evils 
that ever attend a military fcene ; and became in 
4 nieafure a quiet habitation :—After this, when 


the feat of war was transferred to another quarter, | 


our affairs were repeatedly in a Uiftrefling fituation, 
and our profpects truly gloomy. How dark the 
day, when we faw our iliuftrious General retiring 
with his little army, as pitiful in numbers, and as 
poorly furnithed and fupplied, as it was patient of 
hardfhips, and great in perfeverance and valour— 
retiring before 4 numerous, well appointed and 
triumphant foe! “If it had not been the Lord 
é who was on our fide, then the proud waters had 
gone over our foul. Blefled be the Lord who 
& did not give us as a prey to theif teeth.” This 
retreat of out General with his little heroic band, to 
which nothing bit abfolute neceflity, or the moft 
manifeft prudence could have induced him ; for in 
any other cafe he would have faid, with the fearlefs 
and valiant Nehemiah of old, “ Should fuch a man 
« as I flee ?” We fay; this retreat and the prefent 
darknefs of the fcene, only prepared the way for 4 
moft memorable iaterpofition of Providence on our 
behalf. For the General having been. obliged to 
crols the Delaware for fafety, rallied his forces, Te- 
pafled the rive and fuccelsfully fell on a body of 
6s Cc ™ the 


e.g 


the Heflian troops, in their quarters at Trenton, aiid 


captured almoft a thoufand of them. This, with 


the advantage gained in the fucceeding ‘battle of 
Princeton, effectually turned the tide of fuccefs, 
and obliged that enemy to retreat, which, a little 


. before, was purfuing with triumph. Thus the 


{cene was fuddenly changed, and at evening time 
it was light ! This, my friends, was the work of 


_ the Lord, who was on our fide ; and for this it be- 


comes us to praife him this day ifi Zion. 


Again, when a numerous and powerfil army 
from the north, urder an experienced and able 
commander, was advancing with rapid progrefs, 


‘and: bearing’ down all oppofition like’ a mighty 
flood, who of us did not feel anxiety and concern, 


and as we held our country dear, tremble at the 
event ! But how foon were our fears and appre- 
henfions removed ; and our mouths filled with 
fongs of joy and triumph ! How reviving the intel- 
ligence when we heard of that important check the . 


- enemy received at Bennington, from the militia 


under the brave and fuccefsful Srarkxs ? And how 
were our utmott withes gratified, and our trembling 
hope turned into triumphant joy, when Burgoyne, 
that adventurous chief, ‘with all his mighty hoft, 
that a little before fpread confternation, and threat. 
ened extenfive ruin, furrendered themfelves to the 
victorious Gates !—Now may we fay, “ If it had 
**not been the Lord who was on our fide, then the 
“ waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone 
© over our foul.” 


And when the boafted Cornwallis, placed at the 
head of a formidable army, directed his operations 


againft the fouthern States, and ge in triumph 


es 


| 


into 
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nto the interior parts of them, overcoming all the 
— that could be made by our little artily 

hat was in that quarter, though it was truly brave, 
and commanded by a Gresne, and ipreading con- 
fternation, and producing fad {cenes of ruin and 
diftreis in his extenfive progrefs ; how were the 
expectations of our enemies raifed at his pompous 
ftory |! and America mortified at what was true of 
his detail? But all his boatled fuccefs did but pre- 
pare him for a more fignal overthrow, and in the 
conclufion of the fcene heighten our joy, and grace 


our triumph, Cut off from the poflibility of fecur-, 


ing himfelf in his navy, by the mo‘t timeous arrival 
of aFrench fleet, that haughty chief was compelled 
at Yorktown, by the united arms of France and 
America, to refign himfelf, his chofen army, and 
all his enfigns and implements of war, to the im- 
mortal WasuineTon ! And the mighty boatt of 
conquered provinces vanithed like a morning cloud! 


“¢ This was the Lord’s doing ; it is marvellous in ~ 


« our eyes :’’ And at the remembrance thereof, 
€ we will rejoice and be glad.” 

Many other fignal fucceffes in the field, that will 
probably arife in our minds, and which may well 
excite our gratitude and joy, muft be pailed in 


filence. Thofe important events to. which we have - 


referred, thew with how much reafon and propriety 
America may now make ufe of the language of our 
text. And the propriccy ef our adopting it, would 


appear in a fill ftronger light, were we to confider 


how often a kind over-ruling Providence has faved 
our land from ruin which has threatened it from 
other quarters than the military force of our ad- 
verfaries. Repeatedly has that glorious caufe, in 


which our country has fo long “and fuccelsfully — 


ftruggled 


4 


fisuggled, been brought to the brink of ruin by 
fic unhappy ftate of our public credit, and other 
political embarraflments and difliculties, which, 
Fes lefs obvious to the general eye, were not 


leis alarming, than the victories of our enemies in 
the field. But that Almighty Being “‘ who was 
on our fide,” maintained our caufe againft all dit- 
couragements, and. fhielded us from the often im- 
pending ruin. he 
We likewife acknowledge the goodnefs of Hea- 
‘ven in difappointing the fecret arts and treacherous 
defigns of our internal enemies. Toa kind guar- 
dian Providence are we indebted for the timely 
and remarkable difcovery of the bafe defign of the 
perfidious Arnold, to deliver up a moft important 
pot into the hands of the enemy. And that the 
. attempts of thofe among us difatfected to our caule, 
fo flacken and difcourage the great work in which 
_ We have been engaged—to fow uneafinef and dif. 
cord—to dilafiect the minds of the people to their 
rulers—to difluade them from yielding up any part 
of their treafures, and from complying with the 
calls of the public, have been no more fuccefsful, is 
worthy of our notice, and calls for our gratitude 
fo-Tieaver > © 


We would not forget in a particular manner, to. | 


render our thankful acknowledgments to the Great 
Governor of nations, for the fignal interpofition of 
his providence in raifing us up a powerful and ge- 
nerous ally in the King of France, by whom our 
eaufe has been fo materially aided and fupported ; 
and in after difpofing other European powers to- 
favour the American revolution. The very great 
influence the efpoufal of our caufe in Europe, and 

: : Es eipecially 


. 
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{pecially by the Court of Verfailles, has had in our 

avour, and in the produstion of that glorious event - 
‘which hath diftinguifhed the prefent year, all will 
chearfully acknowledge. 


The glorious event, to which we have juft allud. ” 
ed, may well arreft our pleafing attention, and ex- 
cite our livelieft gratitude and joy. The prefent 
year, my friends, has proved big with bleffing to 
America : Not only have we enjoyed general 
health in our habitations ; feen ‘‘the paflures cloth. 
< ed with flocks, the vallies alfo covered with corn, 
and the little hills rejoicing on, every fide .” But 
we have feen that war terminated, under the bur- 
den, the horrors and calamities of which, our coun- 
try hath long groaned ; and we are revifited by the 
imiling, lovely ftranger, PK ACE! Hail, Heaven- 
defcended gueft, we welcome thy return, ‘and re- 
joice in the pleafing profpeéts that are now before 
us! Long mayft thou wave thine olive-branch 
around our land, and under thy benign influence, 
may we fee good days, according to the days 
wherein we have feen evil ! 


The ceflation of hoftilities, in confequence of the 
preliminary articles of peace, in the beginning of 
the year, excited in our bofoms the lively emotions ~ . 
of joy and gladnels ; and the figning the definitive _ 
treaty on the memorable third of September, con-— 
firms our rejoicing, and compleats our triumph. 
We have obtained the long wifhed for fettlement 
of d Peace—a Peace highly honourable and glorious 
for America—a Peace by which we are left in the 
unmolefted enjoyment of independence, and of our 
civil and religious liberties ; and have confirmed to - 
us the moft ample territory, and a tree participation ~ 
2 ges tg of 


~ 


de: 


of the treafures of the fea. We would this day lif¢ 
our fouls in gratitude and praife to the fovereign 
Difpoter of events, and Author of every good and 
perfect gift, for the invaluable blefling ; and would 
iifo rejoice that Peace hath fpread her healing. 


wings over the other late contending nations, 


But while we afcribe the praife and glory to the. 
Supreme Ruler, we would allo pay the tribute of 
gratitude due to thofe who have been the inftru- 
ments of our deliverance. Wefeel our obligations. 
to thofe yirtuous and patriotic Statefmen who have 
had a principal fhare in the management of our © 
public affairs, whether at home, or in foreign 
Courts, and who have fo nobly and fuccefstully 
exerted their political abilities in guiding us through 
the ftorm, and conduéting us to our prefent peace. 
and fafety. : 


We feel.a difpofition to return our thanks ta 
thofe brave and virtuous fons of America, who have 
fo nobly fupported our caufe in the field. ‘That 
KLLUSTRIoUS MAN Who has had the command of 
our armies through the whole of the conteft, while 
the commanders-of our enemy have been often 
changed,—that ILLusTRIovs MAN, whofe name is 
engraven on the heart. of every true Americatr ; 
and whom no eulogium of mine can reach, claims 
our warmeft thanks.—Long may he live in the af- 
fection and efteem of a grateful country, When 
that /ratue, ordered by the Reprefentatives of Ame- 
Tica, to be erected in his honour, ahd'the durable _ 
marbJe on which it fhall-ftand, fhall be loft iu the 
ruins of time, and mingle with the duft, may his 
name and his virtues be had in high remembrance ! 
May the choicelt: of heaven’s bleflings attend him 

ib 


cai od 
in bis retirement, and gild the evening of his life 3 
and at laft may he thine with diiinguilhed luftre 
among the ceieflial hofls, and be crowned with hea- 
venly wreaths of honour, by the Gop of armies, 
and the Kine of Kings ! * 


The general officers, who ftood next tothe Com- 
mander in Chief, and have aflifted him by their ad. 
vice in council, and were ever ready to execu'e his 
orders in the field, our other officers, and our private 
foldiery, likewife demand our gratitude. Were- 
vere their fortitude, patience and perfeverance, un- 
‘der the greateft difcouragements ; and admire the 
fkill, bravery and valour they have manifefted in 
the field. And while we drop an unfeigned tear 
at the remembrance of the many mighty fallen— 
glorioufly fallen in the vindication of a noble caufe, 
and lament with heart-felt forrow the multitudes of 
our brethren whofe lives have been facriftced, whe- 
-ther in battle, in the baneful prifon, by wafting fick- 
nefs, or in the mighty waters, in their country’s fer- 


vice,—we rejoice with thofe who furvive ; we. 
welcome their return to the peaceful life of citizens, ° 


and wifh them an ample fhare in the affections, the — 


efteem, the juftice, the gratitude, and generofity of 
_their country. ete 


To conclude, may the year that crowned the 
virtuous ftruggles of America with acknowledged 
INDEPENDENCE, and a glorious PEAC®, be 
ever gratefully numbered with “the years of the 
& tight hand of the Moft High!” And may the 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION, by the great and 
extenfive advantages that fhall refult fiom it, as 
well as by the furprizing means and efforts by 
which it was accomplifhed, be rendered a diftin- 

guithed 


a 
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[teed 


guithed epoch in the annals of time, and give date 


to an era richly fraught with bleflings to. thé 


world ! May America never thew herfelt unworthy 
of the bleflings indulgent Heaven has beftowed up- 
m her, and put within her power ; but by wifely 
proving them, and by the practice of general 
virtue, and that rightecufnefs which exalteth a na- 
tion, may fhe rife to the higheft pitch of felicity 
and greatniefs, and become the joy and glory of the 
whole earth. On that powerful arm, which hath 
hitherto fo fignally fupported and delivered her, 
may she ever rely for all thac further proteGion 
and deliverance fhe may need. To Almighty God 
may the direct het humble and fervent prayer, that 
He would deliver her from every public difficulty 
and embarraflment, thield her from every danger, 
and crown her with every blefling,—efpecially that 
He would fupprefs every {pecies of vice andiniquity, 
rain down tighteoufnefs, promote pure and unde- 
filed religion, and make her a holy, ‘that the might 
bea happy people. For Zion’s fake let us.not hold cur 
peace ! for America’s fake let us not ref, until the 


rigbteo/nefs thereof go forth as brightnefi, and the fal 


vation thereof as a lamp that burneth ! 


> 


